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The Current Crisis and World Affairs with Prof Emerita Ronnie Gruhn 
  

Ronnie’s “Short Commentaries” series continues with the latest installment on YouTube.  
https://youtu.be/EZ1nGho5mGM  

Dr Gruhn welcomes feedback and questions folks would like her to address. You can email me 
at ronnie@ucsc.edu 

https://youtu.be/EZ1nGho5mGM
mailto:ronnie@ucsc.edu
https://youtu.be/EZ1nGho5mGM
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The President’s Message

The State of Our OLLI:
Resilience!

July 5, 2020

Although many things around us are closed and shuttered, our OLLI has continued on - albeit in a 
modified way. 

Our membership is at over 650… 

We have offered and many of you have attended courses including Food and Biochemistry, A 
Survey of Ecology, and Apologia Pro Vita Sua ("A Defense of His Life"). 

Professor Ronnie Gruhn has recorded multiple sessions of her insights into world affairs. They are 
all still available on YouTube.

Many of the interest groups have been meeting using the Zoom application. It is certainly different, 
but does work well enough. It may even enable some members with transportation issues to attend.

I know that many of you read and enjoy the bi-monthly newsletters. I have received several nice 
emails from members showing appreciation. A couple of members have contributed articles for the 
newsletters as well. We invite all members to submit pieces for publication or suggestions for what 
you might like to see.

I definitely want to thank the OLLI Board Members, instructors, and Interest Group Leaders for all 
they do to keep all of these activities alive and thriving. And… thanks to all you faithful members 
who continue to attend and enjoy the activities. The saying is that “It takes a village” and we are cer-
tainly good proof of that. We are resilient!

Stay that way,

Bonita Sebastian 

http://olli.ucsc.edu
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OLLI UCSC 
Announcement of a New Course 

Apologia Pro Vita Sua 
(“A Defense of His Life”) 

by John Henry Newman 

John Henry Newman (1801 - 1890) is generally regarded along with John Stuart Mill, Thomas Carlyle, 
Matthew Arnold, and John Ruskin, as one of the five great Victorian sages. 
 In 1832, Newman was a professor of philosophy at Oriel College, Oxford, and a clergyman in the 
Church of England, when the Reform Bill demolished the primacy of that Church. Through a series of 
writings, Newman and his colleagues attempted to reassert its ascendency. Their efforts became known as 
The Oxford Movement and upset the status quo of Victorian culture. In the many struggles and arguments 
that ensued, Newman became drawn to Catholicism and in 1845, converted. 
 Newman wrote this magnificent memoir at white heat in 1864 in response to a vitriolic attack on him 
as a chronic liar by Charles Kingsley, popular novelist and chaplain to Queen Victoria. Apologia Pro Vita 
Sua recounts the story of an anguished soul in search of truth. 
 The eminent critic Lionel Trilling, author of The Liberal Imagination, believed that Newman was the 
greatest prose stylist in the history of the English language. 
 This course—conducted not as lectures but as seminars—will consist of six classes around two hours 
each on July 16. 23. 30, August 6, 13, and 20 at 10am on Zoom 
 It is necessary to read the Penguin Classics edition (edited by Ian Ker) as it includes essential 
annotations. Available on Amazon. 
Reading for the First Class--in this order:Appendices A and B: pages 357 – 410; Preface: 3 - 17 

 This class will be taught by Professor Bill Park, a true Renaissance Man, who has taught 
fascinating movie and literature classes for OLLI.. He is the editor of Newman on the Bible, 
Scepter Press, second printing 2019. 
 To enroll in this class, please e-mail Lois (LoWidom@yahoo.com) soon, and you will receive a 
Zoom invitation before the class starts. 
 Please note that Professor Park plans this class as a seminar with full participation by 
the students. Be sure to obtain the book and do the reading before the class. 
 Although we are not charging for our classes at this time, feel free to make a donation to OLLI 
to support our student scholarships. 

mailto:LoWidom@yahoo.com
mailto:LoWidom@yahoo.com
http://olli.ucsc.edu
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bbowman@ucsc.edu

               

 A New Class for August  

 A Primer on Climate Change 
 This course will be an introduction to climate change.  Our focus will be on the science and physi-
cal processes, not on the politics.  We’ll also address some of the issues and arguments that swirl 
about the subject.  Background in science is not necessary.


Roger Knacke, Wednesdays, August 5,12,19, 26; 10 am to noon.  This will be a Zoom Course.


Meetings:


1. The Basic Science


2. Temperature and Its Skeptics


3. Expected Consequences


4. Solutions


Dr. Knacke is Emeritus Professor of Physics and Astronomy, Penn State Erie, where he retired as Di-
rector of the School of Science in 2010. His research focussed on interstellar matter and planetary at-
mospheres. He has taught six very successful courses for Lifelong Learners. 

You do not have to enroll in this class now.  A few days before the class begins, Barry Bowman will 
send  the Zoom link and you will be able to sign in. 

OLLI is not charging for these zoom classes, but we hope many of you will appreciate these classes 
so much that you will choose to make a contribution to our scholarship fund when you renew your 
membership.  At this time, there are many UCSC re-entry students needing our help.  Thank you. 

mailto:bbowman@ucsc.edu
http://olli.ucsc.edu
mailto:bbowman@ucsc.edu
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From Our Members 

Send us your thoughts and ideas for inclusion in future biweekly newsletters. We are 
interested in the well-being of our members and what everyone is doing to cope with 
the rules created to help us weather the pandemic. Everyone is encouraged to partic-
ipate in this effort. 

Please send your input to: olliucsc@gmail.com with “Newsletter” in the subject line.

Help Us Stay Connected

Responsibility as the Price of Freedom

 "May we think of freedom, not as the right to do as 
we please, but as the opportunity to do what is right."

Remember to wear your 
mask to protect others.

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=IEqJy&m=3Z19RR2kiXuAZi7&b=BBVLIgolpoyxn00RAzeyQQ
mailto:olliucsc@gmail.com
mailto:olliucsc@gmail.com
http://olli.ucsc.edu
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=IEqJy&m=3Z19RR2kiXuAZi7&b=BBVLIgolpoyxn00RAzeyQQ
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https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/july-4th

https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/july-4th
http://olli.ucsc.edu
https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/july-4th
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https://www.santacruzshakespeare.org/

https://www.nextstagesantacruz.org/

Promotion Partners 

http://olli.ucsc.edu
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President* 
Bonita Sebastian, 476-1796 
bonitas@ucsc.edu 

Secretary** 
Guenter Vorlop, (831) 464-2973 
gvorlop@comcast.net  

Treasurer* 
Cindy Margolin, 688-8129 
crmargol@gmail.com 

Vice President* 
Barry Bowman 
bbowman@ucsc.edu 

Immediate Past President 
Gail Greenwood, 556-4276 
msaspasia@gmail.com 

Website, Calendar 
Dennis Morris, 462-8827 
(408) 497-4674 
dennis@morrismed.com 

Course Coordinator 
Lois Widom, 423-0184 
lowidom@yahoo.com 

Program Coordinator 
Barry Bowman 
bbowman@ucsc.edu 

Membership and Events 
Karen Gamell, 905-6636 
kgamell@yahoo.com 

Interest Groups 
Ginna Holcombe 
ggogetter@sbcglobal.net 

Facilities and Hospitality 
Mark Gordon, (408) 314-4802 
mgordon@cruzio.com 

Newsletter/Publicity  
David Lieby, 332-4303 
dlieby@gmail.com 

OLLIwood Squares 

Bonita Sebastian, Cindy Margolin, OLLI Badge, Dennis Morris
Bill Patterson, Lois Widom, Mark Gordon, Ginna Holcombe 
Barry Bowman, Guenter Vorlop, Karen Gamell, , Sara Radoff  
DeShonne Keller, David Lieby, Kate Erstein, Gail Greenwood

~not shown, Chris Le Maistre

Scholarships 
Bill Patterson, 459-3729 
wilderwill@comcast.net 

STARS 
Sara Radoff, 459-4968 
saradoff@ucsc.edu 

DeShonne Keller, 459-4063 
dkeller1@ucsc.edu 

At Large Members 
Chris Le Maistre, 471-2396 
christopherlemaistre21@gmail.com 

Kate Erstein, 454-8578 
kate.erstein@gmail.com 

*Elected office 
**Replacing resigned officer
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