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OLLI	at	UCSC	is	a	community	of	
women	and	men	from	diverse	
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are	devoted	to	the	pursuit	of	
learning.	We	enjoy	spirited	
discussions,	reading	and	
exploring	new	interests.	Money	
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transfer	and	re-entry	students	
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OLLI Newsletter 
May 2023 

General Meeting  
Sunday, May 21, 2023 

  
10:00 AM Breakfast & Socializing 

10:30 Business Meeting  
11:00 Lecture 

 
      An in-person meeting in the College Nine/John R.    

Lewis Dining Hall Multi Purpose Room.  
Free Core West parking and shuttle service to the meeting. 

https://olli.ucsc.edu/general-meetings/parking/index.html	 
                               	

Our Speaker 
	

Eleonora Pasotti, Associate Professor of 
Politics, UCSC	

 
Resisting Redevelopment: Protest in Aspiring 

Global Cities 
	
  
	
	

After earning BSc and MSc 
degrees at the London School of 
Economics, Eleonora Pasotti 
completed a PhD in Political 
Science at Columbia University 
and was a postdoctoral fellow at 
Stanford.  In her research she 
focuses on the politics of urban 
development in cities around the 
world. 
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Our Speaker for May 
 
As our small city of Santa Cruz wrestles with its own 
development issues, it will be interesting to hear how cities 
around the world are dealing with these issues.  The politics 
of urban development is one of the most enduring, central 
themes of urban politics. In Resisting Redevelopment, 
Eleonora Pasotti explores the forces that enable residents of 
'aspiring global cities,' or economically competitive cities, to 
mobilize against gentrification and other forms of 
displacement, as well as what makes mobilizations 
successful. Her research examines twenty-nine protest 
campaigns over a decade in ten major cities across five 
continents, from Santiago to Seoul to Los Angeles. Pasotti 
sheds light on an approach that is both understudied and 
remarkably effective - the practice of successful organizers 
deploying 'experiential tools,' or events, social archives, 
neighborhood tours, and performances designed to attract participants and transform the protest 
site into the place to be. The resulting analysis provides a creative and novel contribution to the 
literature of contentious politics. 
 

	
Recently,	an	informal	survey	at	an	interest	group	revealed	that	a	
significant	number	of	OLLI	members	did	not	know	that	we	have	food	
at	the	general	meetings.		Through	UCSC	catering	we	serve	a	very	
nice	continental	breakfast	of	pastries,	fresh	fruit,	tea	and	coffee	
(including	decaf).		It	is	fun	to	come	at	10:00	am	to	eat	and	socialize	
for	a	half	hour.		A	short	business	meeting	starts	at	10:30.	We	try	to	
introduce	the	speaker	by	11:00.		We	encourage	you	to	bring	guests	
to	the	general	meeting.		It	is	a	great	way	to	bring	new	people	into	
OLLI.	
 

My two years as president are coming to an end.  It has been a busy but highly rewarding 
experience. OLLI people are so nice, intellectually curious, cooperative – I have no complaints.  
Most of our activities have been affected by the Covid pandemic. Nevertheless, OLLI people 
remain loyal, with our current membership at 600. Everything has been a bit more complicated, 
even more so in the last year when events have been a combination of “in person” and Zoom.  
My Google Drive account (fortunately provided by UCSC) has 103 OLLI videos from courses, 
general meetings and interest groups. There has been an upside. When we set up our OLLI 

President’s	Message	
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YouTube channel, we were informed that we would need to attract 100 subscribers to sustain it.  
As I write this, we have 2,270 subscribers. Our reach has gone well beyond our membership. 
 
People from around the world are looking at our courses and general-meeting talks because the 
quality has been very high. My biggest concern for the recent year was that we would have 
trouble offering a full program of courses. Some of our instructors were reluctant to teach via 
Zoom, and we didn’t know if many members would come to classes in person. However, Lois 
Widom did an outstanding job and mounted a wonderful series of courses. I offer many thanks 
to our stalwart teachers, Ronnie Gruhn, Arthur Rolston, Roger Knacke, Michael Warren, Bill 
Parks, Leta Miller and Mary Crawford. Lois recruited Terry Burke to start a new course on 
World History, and she arranged for the National Economic Education Delegation to offer two 
excellent courses. In addition, our pilot program to offer OLLI teaching positions to UCSC Art 
History graduate students has been rewarding for both us and the students. 
 
Interest Groups remain the core activity for many members. I participate in five groups. For 
three of them, participation has not been affected by Covid; in another attendance is down about 
20%, and the fifth group, a new one, has had some difficulty getting new members. I think my 
experience can be generalized across all of our interest groups. The leaders have made strong 
efforts to keep their groups active, and we continue to form new groups. 
 
A key element of OLLI’s success is the board of directors. Having few procedural rules, we 
operate almost entirely by consensus.  With this board it works.  There are many tasks to be 
performed – facilities, event planning, memberships, the website, scholarships, data 
management, financial management, newcomers, courses, interest groups. We are well served 
by our board members.  I much appreciate their support in the last two years. Another key 
component is the support we receive from UCSC.  Dani Barker guided our transition from 
STARS to University Relations, and Barbara Oden-Petree has fully embraced her new role as 
our UCSC Director.  Dani and Barbara are a delight to work with. Lastly, I want to thank our 
vice-president and Interest Groups coordinator Ginna Holcombe. Ginna will be our new 
president: we are in good hands! 
 
Barry Bowman       ps – Check out the Mariachi concert, free and open to the public. 
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

						OLLI	Elections	in	May	
If	you	wish	to	nominate	yourself	or	
someone	else	as	an	officer	on	the	Board	of	
Directors,	please	contact	a	member	of	the	
Nominations	Committee.		Bonita	
Sebastian	is	the	Chair	of	the	Committee.		
Other	members	are	Jan	Mintz	and	Kate	
Erstein.	

					La	Alegria	del	Mariachi	
Want to hear more about Mariachi from our 
February speaker Professor Russell 
Rodriguez? 

May 5, 2023 - 7:30 PM 
UCSC Music Recital Hall 

 
A concert featuring Mariachi Eterno de 
UCSC and the voice, composition and 
arrangements of master artist José Juan Reyes 
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OLLI Picnic at the Arboretum 
Wednesday 31 May 

11:30 – 1:30 
 
To celebrate another successful OLLI year, we will have another picnic at the UCSC arboretum.  
People had such a great time at the picnic last August. We will provide the food and have a 
short program about research at the arboretum. You can bring a guest.  Remember that dues 
paid in May give you membership through June of 2024. Bring a friend and encourage them 
to join. 

International Affairs                                                                           
Monday, May 1 and continuing every other Monday 
Location:  Online at OLLI YouTube channel 
Instructor: Professor Emerita Ronnie Gruhn 
 
We are again fortunate to have Ronnie Gruhn as one 
of our teachers. She has a passionate and 
undiminished interest in reading, writing, and talking 
about world affairs. Her courses offer powerful insights into what is happening today. Ronnie 
has been very generous in sharing her knowledge with OLLI members, and her courses have 
been exceedingly well attended. 
Watch your inbox for an email from OLLI with a link to the commentary. 
 
Subscribe to the OLLI UCSC YouTube channel by going to: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCU7U1Mly_RuSsk4QjQD4WNw 

												Courses		
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Professor Gruhn’s Recent Recordings 
 
State of the World: Power and Influence, 3/20/23 
https://youtu.be/xEZyogti4V8 
 
China: Here, There and Everywhere, 4/3/23 
https://youtu.be/-d7IwpcM-o8 
 
Violence Racks the Middle East,  4/17/23 
https://youtu.be/mKOtETfeHbk 
	
 
Eight by Hitchcock 
Thursdays,  April 6, 13, 20, 27, May 4, 11, 18, 25; 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
Location:  Museum of Art and History, 705 Front St. 
Instructor: Bill Park 
 
In recent years, many critics have read Hitchcock's films as 
revealing the misogynistic work of a pathologically 
disturbed individual.  Others have defended the films as 
proponents of romantic love.  This course will address these 
issues, while primarily regarding the films as works of a 
great artist.  The course offers a feast of Alfred Hitchcock's 
best ranging from 1927 to 1959. 
 
Bill Park is Professor Emeritus of Literature at Sarah Lawrence College, where he taught 
for many years. He received his PhD in Eighteenth Century English Literature from Columbia 
University. He has written extensively about literature and film. We are fortunate that he has 
moved to Santa Cruz and is eager to share his knowledge with us. Our members who have 
attended his classes were impressed by his encyclopedic knowledge of film and literature 
 
 
Power and Resistance in Pre-Hispanic Latin American Art 
Mondays, April 10, 24, May 8, 22; 1:00 - 2:30 PM 
Location: on Zoom only.  Instructor: Katie Ligmond  
 
What do empires have in common? They all engage in conquests, violence, powerful takeovers 
of other people, but they have another program that is just as integral to their success: 
ideological messages in artistic programming. They all have something else in common, too: a 
legion of subjects that resist them. In Power and Resistance in Pre-Hispanic Latin American Art 
we will look at four powerful players in the early Americas. First, we will foray into Mexico 
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and discuss the complex religious and cosmological art forms of the Maya and the later Mexica 
(Aztec). We will discuss their conceptions of women and how the people who lived on the 
peripheries of their power navigated their own identity as subjects and individual agents. Then, 
we’ll move to another American power center, the Andes. There we will discuss the colorful 
and kaleidoscopic world of textiles and their impressive status in the region among the Wari 
and the Inka. In this class we will have an opportunity to discuss gender dynamics, artworks 
outside the Western paradigm, and the central role of ideology in the formation of empires.  

 
What do empires have in common? They all engage in 
conquests, violence, powerful takeovers of other people, but 
they have another program that is just as integral to their 
success: ideological messages in artistic programming. They 
all have something else in common, too: a legion of subjects 
that resist them. In Power and Resistance in Pre-Hispanic 
Latin American Art we will look at four powerful players in 
the early Americas. First, we will foray into Mexico and 
discuss the complex religious and cosmological art forms of 
the Maya and the later Mexica (Aztec). We will discuss their 
conceptions of women and how the people who lived on the 
peripheries of their power navigated their own identity as 
subjects and individual agents. Then, we’ll move to another 

American power center, the Andes. There we will discuss the colorful and kaleidoscopic world 
of textiles and their impressive status in the region among the Wari and the Inka. In this class 
we will have an opportunity to discuss gender dynamics, artworks outside the Western 
paradigm, and the central role of ideology in the formation of empires.  
 
Katie Ligmond is a 6th year Ph.D. candidate in the Department of History of Art and Visual 
Culture at the University of California, Santa Cruz. She received her undergraduate degree at 
the University of California, Berkeley in 2016 with high honors in History of Art for a paper on 
images on Colonial Latin America. Currently, she is writing her dissertation entitled Deliberate 
Confusion: The Role of Abstraction in Imperial Andean Textile Design, which focuses on the 
ways the Wari and Inka empires used textiles to control their subjects. She also researches 
Indigenous interpretations of Catholicism in the Colonial Americas, particularly focusing on the 
Virgin Mary.  
 
 
Contemporary Economic Policy Issues:  Economic Inequality 
Tuesdays, May 2, 9, 16, 23;  10:00 - 11:30 AM 
Location: On Zoom only 
Instructor: Jon Haveman 
 
This course is given by NEED, the National Economic Education Delegation. "NEED uses the 
skills and knowledge of a vast network of professional economists to promote a nonpartisan 
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understanding of the economics of policy issues in the United States." They have successfully 
presented courses to many OLLIs across the country.  They presented a course for us last Fall. 
Many of us found it a valuable opportunity to learn about contemporary economics.  Economic 
inequality is certainly a pressing issue of our time. 
 

Jon Haveman has a PhD in Economics from the University of 
Michigan. Dr. Haveman is an expert on regional economies and 
local economic development and on the Bay Area Economy in 
particular. He is also widely considered to be one of California’s 
leading experts on the economics of seaports, goods movement, 
and international trade policy. Those who enroll in this course will 
receive the Zoom link a few days before the beginning of the 
class.  

 
 
Monuments, Museums, and Memorials; What Do We Remember and Whom 
Do We Forget? 
Thursdays, June 29, July 6, 13, 20; 10:30-12:30 PM 
Location: Museum of Art and History, 605 Front St. and Zoom 
Instructor: LuLing Osofsky 
 
This class explores visual art and material culture 
(art, architecture, heritage sites, monuments, and 
museums) from around the world to explore issues of 
collective memory. How do artistic efforts address 
issues of the present through memorializing, 
commemorating, changing, or forgetting the past? 
We'll consider, for example, exhibition strategies at 
Holocaust museums, debates over controversial 
monuments, and how art and visual culture can 
address, and help heal, painful histories.  
 
LuLing Osofsy is a PhD Candidate in the Department of Art and Visual Culture at UCSC with a 
Designated Emphasis in Literature. She has been teaching in various university departments 
since 2010.  She looks forward to working with members of the Santa Cruz Community. 
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OLLI Course Calendar 
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Row 1 – Mark Gordon, Ron Sekkel, Barry Bowman, Cindy Margolin, Karen Gamell 
 
Row 2 – Bonita Sebastian, David Leiby, Ginna Holcombe, Lois Widom 
 
Row 3 – Dennis Morris, Bill Paterson, Kate Erstein, Gail Greenwood, Barbara Oden-Petree 
 
President,*	Program	Coordinator	Barry	Bowman	bbowman@ucsc.edu		

Vice	President,*	Interest	Groups	Ginna	Holcombe	gogetter9503@gmail.com		

Secretary*	Ronald	P.	Sekkel,	(831)	588-7004	ronsekkel@aol.com		

Treasurer*	Cindy	Margolin,	688-8129	crmargol@gmail.com		

Immediate	Past	President	Bonita	Sebastian,	(503)	530-8673	bonitas@ucsc.edu		

Website,	Calendar	Dennis	Morris,	462-8827	(408)	497-4674	dennis@valsys.com		

Course	Coordinator	Lois	Widom,	423-0184	lowidom@yahoo.com		

Membership	and	Events	Karen	Gamell,	905-6636	kgamell@yahoo.com		

Facilities	and	Hospitality	Mark	Gordon,	(408)	314-4802	mgordon@cruzio.com		

Publicity	David	Lieby,	332-4303	dlieby@gmail.com	

Scholarships	Bill	Patterson,	459-3729	wilderwill@comcast.net		

Newcomers	Kate	Erstein	kate.erstein@gmail.com		

UCSC	Division	University	Relations	Barbara	Oden-Petree,	baoden@ucsc.edu	

At	Large	Member:	Gail	Greenwood,	556-4276	msaspasia@gmail.com	

	*Elected	office		

Board	Of	Directors	
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Osher	Lifelong	Learning	Institute			 	 	
1840	41st	Ave		
Ste	102-350		
Capitola,	CA	95010	 
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