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Newsletter:	Volume	40,	Issue	1,	September	2023	

	
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 

OLLI at UCSC is a community 
of folks from diverse educational, 

occupational, and geographic 
backgrounds who pursue new 
ideas, new friends, and new 

activities. Social and educational 
interaction are important to us. 

We fund scholarships to transfer 
and re-entry students at UCSC. 
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Editor: Barry Bowman 
Copy Editor: Kate Erstein	

	

Open House 
 

Sunday, Sep 17th 
10:00 – noon 

 

t open to the public t 
 

 
 

Colleges Nine & John R Lewis 
Multipurpose Room 

Free Core West parking and shuttle service 
https://olli.ucsc.edu/general-meetings/parking/index.html 

 
 
Next at OLLI Open Houses: 
 
Oct 15: Gregg Herken, author of Brotherhood of the 
Bomb: The Tangled Lives and Loyalties of Robert 
Oppenheimer, Ernest Lawrence and Edward Teller 
 
Nov 19: Paul Whitworth, professor, actor and former 
director of Shakespeare Santa Cruz	

	
 

https://olli.ucsc.edu/general-meetings/parking/index.html
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                                             Who’s Who                            Ginna Holcombe 
 

Kate Erstein, Friend to OLLI Newcomers 
An only child born in Gloucester MA, Kate was raised around the world, where her father was posted 
with the US Foreign Service. From ages 2 to 7 years, Kate lived in Greece, then experienced an 
American childhood in Bethesda MD until she was 10, when her family moved to Ghana, the first sub-
Saharan nation to achieve independence from colonial rule. Kate enjoyed the friendly, colorblind, 
community-oriented culture and excellent education... until she was 13 when her family moved to 
Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), which was under apartheid until 1991. Just before Rhodesia’s	

Unilateral Declaration of Independence in 1965, Kate’s family moved back to Washington DC. 
She attended Western College for Women in Ohio and then American University in DC to achieve a BA in Psychology. When 
Kate was 19 years old, her family moved to Kenya where she spent summers and Christmas holidays exploring East Africa. 
Quite emblematic of the early 70s, Kate and college friends made a cross-country trek in an old van from DC to California, 
staying in communes along the way.  
After college, Kate lived in Boston MA for six years with her husband, a chemical engineer PhD, whose career was in process 
control for pulp and paper. There Kate worked for the Appalachian Mountain Club, where she got into white-water kayaking 
and started her career in publications. 
When her husband’s job took them to San Jose for 17 years, Kate continued her career in publications and marketing, primarily 
for nonprofit organizations. She worked in publications for the California CPA Society in Palo Alto and marketing for Guitar 
Player Magazine in Cupertino. She helped start the San Jose Chamber Music Society in 1986, sat on its inaugural board 
many years, and served as its first executive director for five years. Kate also worked for Zilog, a tech company in Campbell, 
where she was the Publications Distribution Manager. 
In San Jose, she also had her two children: Ashley, now an Associate at an architecture firm in Boston, and Owen, a  Supply 
Chain Planning Senior Manager in Ohio. Kate now enjoys three young grandchildren, two in Boston and one in Columbus, 
who range in age from 2 to 4.5 years. 
When she left San Jose (“kicking and screaming”) for Columbus OH	for her husband’s job, she promised herself to return 
someday. Nevertheless, Kate maintained  her career in professional publishing and marketing unhindered. She was the first 
executive director of Upper Arlington Historical Society, where she co-authored Images of America – Upper Arlington for 
Arcadia Publishing, organized home and garden tours and education programs. In addition, she worked with Upper Arlington 
Parks and Recreation Lifelong Learning, a non-credit adult enrichment program. 
In 2010, after 15 years in Ohio, her life finally enabled Kate's return to California so she packed her car and drove across the 
country, this time by herself. She arrived in Aptos, where she has lived for nearly 12 years in New Brighton Cohousing, an 
owner-occupied intentional community. Currently she is Recording Secretary for the newly forming Aptos History Museum 
board. 
In Ohio she had learned about OLLIs so was happy to discover one in Santa Cruz, figuring it was a good way to meet 
interesting people and to remain intellectually challenged. And our OLLI is very lucky she did! Joining the board in 2018 to 
chair the Newcomers position, Kate orients new OLLI members. Especially since Kate, herself, has been a newcomer so 
often in life, she understands very well the needs of those unfamiliar with OLLI. As warranted, she offers gatherings to potential 
members who want to know more about OLLI, newly enrolled members, and current members wanting to become more 
involved.  
International travel is clearly in Kate’s blood. In addition to her early years in Greece and Africa, she has visited more than 50 
countries. Kate is an avid hiker and over the years has been a member of many OLLI interest groups, including Social Science, 
TED Talks, Art and Architecture, Adventuring, International Cuisine, Wine-Tasting, and Current Affairs.  

Thank you for your leadership and service. 
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OLLI members have access to an excellent offering of courses this Fall.  To register for a 
course go to olli.ucsc.edu and click on the “Login to Your UCSC OLLI Account” button on the 
opening page. Then go to the “Course” button and follow the instructions.  There is a $20 fee 
for each course.  You can also register by mail using the form in this newsletter. 
 

International Affairs  
Monday, September 18, 2023 and continuing every other Monday 
Location: Online at OLLI YouTube channel 
Instructor: Professor Emerita Ronnie Gruhn 

We are again fortunate to have Ronnie Gruhn, 
Professor Emerita of Politics at UCSC, as one of our 
teachers. She has a passionate and undiminished 
interest in reading, writing, and talking about world 
affairs. Her courses offer powerful insights into what is 
happening today. Ronnie has been very generous in 
sharing her knowledge with OLLI members, and her 
courses have been exceedingly well attended. 

Ronnie begins her fall series of YouTube 
commentaries on international affairs the week of September 18, continuing every other 
Monday.  This is a special privilege for all OLLI members. Ronnie is very interested in 
answering any questions you may have about material she covers in her classes and other 
aspects of International Affairs. E-mail your questions to her at  Ronnie@UCSC.edu. 
 

Watch your inbox for an email from OLLI with a link to each commentary. Subscribe to the 
OLLI UCSC YouTube channel by going to: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCU7U1Mly_RuSsk4QjQD4WNw 
 

Food and Biochemistry  
 

Saturdays, September 9,16, 23, 30, October 7; 
10:30 – Noon 
Location: Room 240 Physical Sciences Building, 
UCSC Campus and Zoom 
Instructor: Barry Bowman 
 

The food we eat is a complex mix of thousands of 
different kinds of chemicals.  However, most of 
these chemicals can be put into a few simple 
categories, e.g., fats, carbohydrates and proteins. 

Courses	for	Fall	2023	

mailto:Ronnie@UCSC.edu
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCU7U1Mly_RuSsk4QjQD4WNw
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In this course we will see how the human body uses these chemicals and converts them into 
living tissue or into energy. We will explore questions like “Why does fat have more calories 
than sugar, and what is a calorie?” “What are vitamins and what do they do in our bodies?” 
“What is the difference between LDL and HDL carriers of cholesterol?” 
 

Participants are not expected to have a background in science. The content of the course will be 
largely the same as in previous years, but those who wish to participate again are welcome.  
 

Barry Bowman is professor emeritus of Molecular, Cell and Developmental Biology at UCSC. 
 

Technological Toolkits and the Making of the Modern World   
 

Thursdays, September 28, October 5, 12, 19; 10:30 -12:30 pm 
Location: Museum of Art and History, 705 Front St. and on Zoom 
Instructor: Terry Burke 
 

What were technological toolkits, and what were their relationships to the coming of 
modernity? These four lectures seek to answer one of world history’s most important questions: 
where and when did the technological building-blocks of the modern world first emerge? The 
answer, you may be surprised to learn, is not in Europe, and not necessarily in modern times. A 
continuation of our March 2023 course, we propose an alternative global history of technology 
in which it was not the civilizational “Right Stuff” of famous European Smart Guys that came 
up with key inventions like the algorithm, the printing press, and the compass. 
 

 The course identifies ten essential technological 
complexes (“toolkits”) that together made possible the 
emergence of the modern world. Rather than being of 
European origin, we’ll discover that they originated 
elsewhere, and gradually diffused to the lands of Islam 
where they were identified and made available for 
adoption. We begin with a general overview of the project. 
Each of the next three sessions explores the tangled history 
of a different toolkit and its role in the Modern Transformation. Stay tuned for the exploration 
of the bureaucratic/fiscal, the writing/information retrieval and the mathematical/cosmological 
toolkits. The project continues in Winter 2024. 
         

Edmund (“Terry”) Burke, III is emeritus professor of History at UCSC with many years of 
experience teaching and doing research in the histories of Europe, Asia and the Islamic world. 
He was the founder of the UCSC Center for World History, as well as an originator of “World 
History for Us All,” an innovative NEH-funded online world history curriculum.  
 

 
Women in the Ancient Western World 
 
Tuesdays, October 10, 17, 24, 31; 10:00 – Noon 
Location: Museum of Art and History, 705 Front St. 
Instructor:  Gail Greenwood 
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Have you ever wondered what we’re doing with 
bunnies bringing eggs at Easter, and pine trees 
covered with baubles to celebrate the birth of a 
Jewish baby? Gail Greenwood did, and it never 
made sense to her until she learned about women’s 
history. She is now offering us an 8-hour survey 
course she’s calling “Women in the Ancient 
Western World.” The primary idea examined will 
be that the story changes when the point of view of 
the storyteller changes; though the facts may be the 

same, the significance of the facts and even which dates matter alter when viewed from 
women’s rather than from men’s perspective. The course will begin with Prehistory — The 
Great Mother and her cave children, with an examination of why we don’t begin with the 
Greeks — followed with the Ancient Near East, Egypt, and Crete. Then we will (in a great 
sweep of thousands of years in an hour or two) look at ancient and classical Greece, Rome, and 
the Judeo-Christian heritage.  
 

Gail Greenwood is a retired community college history teacher. For thirty-four years, she taught 
survey courses in American History, Western Civilization, and Women in both American and 
Western Civilization. In the 1970s she created the first Women in American History courses at 
American River College. You will enjoy watching her teach. 
 

The Supreme Court and American Life 
 

Thursdays, November 2, 9, 16, 30; 10:00 – Noon  
Location: Museum of Art and History, 705 Front St. and on Zoom 
Instructor: Arthur Rolston 
 

The 2022–23 term of the Supreme Court was momentous no matter one’s political views. The 
class will examine four cases decided this past June as the term came to a close, and place them 
in legal and historical perspective. 
 

Nov. 2: United States v. Texas - Immigration in 
history and law. 
Nov. 9: Students for Fair Admissions, Inc., v. 
President and Fellows of Harvard College, et al. - 
Race and affirmative action. 
Nov. 16: Glacier Northwest Inc; v. International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters  Local Union 174 - Labor 
law and the right to strike. 
Nov. 30: 303 Creative, LLC, et al., v. Elenis, et al. - 
Speech, religion and anti-discrimination (in the context of people identified as LGBTQ ). 
 
This will be the fourth class Arthur will have taught for our membership. Previous classes 
included the creation and adoption of our federal constitution, state constitutions in general and 
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our California constitution in particular, and classes that looked at cases involving race and 
segregation, voting rights, establishment and free exercise of religion, political speech and 
campaign spending, gun rights, gay marriage, religion and health care, defendants' rights and 
criminal procedure, and aspects of economic regulation.  
 

Arthur Rolston has a JD from Berkeley Law (1967) and a PhD in history from UCLA (2006); 
he taught various classes as an adjunct lecturer at UCLA from 2007 to 2020 focused on 19th-
century America and US constitutional history. 
 

Experiencing Baroque Music 
 

Saturdays, November 4, 11, 18, December 2; 10:30 -12:30 pm 
Location: UCSC Music Center, Room 131 (Look for signs) and on Zoom  
Instructor:  Leta Miller 
 

UCSC Music Professor Leta Miller will charm you with highlights of music from the Baroque 
period. Miller will explain the styles, forms, and aesthetics of the music of the 17th and early 

18th centuries and lead you on a guided tour of selected pieces. 
The four sessions include: The Beginnings of Opera (music of 
Monteverdi and Handel); Sonatas and Toccatas (Corelli, 
Telemann, Froberger, and Bach); Fugues and Concertos (Bach 
and Vivaldi); and Dance Music (highlights from the court of 
Louis XIV). The course will meet in the UCSC Music Center, 
room 131, to take advantage of high-quality audio and video 
equipment. No prior knowledge of classical music is required. 
 

Leta Miller is emerita professor of music at UCSC, who 
specializes in 20th-century American music, but has taught 
classes in a wide range of topics in Western classical 
music.  She has received an Eminent Professor award and an 
outstanding teacher award from the UCSC Arts Division. Her 

classes for OLLI have been received enthusiastically as we listened to and learned about music. 
 

Tom Jones and the Origin of the Novel 
 

Tuesdays, November 7, 14, 21, 28; 10:30-12:30 pm 
Location: Museum of Art and History, 705 Front St. 
Instructor: Bill Park 
 

There are many works of fiction from the seventeenth and early 
eighteenth century that we would today term novels. But it was not 
until the appearance in 1740 of Richardson’s Pamela that the 
reading public became aware of what they termed a “new species of 
writing.” At this point Henry Fielding brought his own 
extraordinary talents to play. 
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In this course we will examine Fielding’s comic masterpiece book, Tom Jones. Published in 
1749, Tom Jones has never been out of print because it is timeless, not only in its humor, but in 
its answers to the meaning of life. 
 

Bill Park is emeritus professor of Literature at Sarah Lawrence College, where he taught for 
many years. He received his PhD in 18th-century English Literature from Columbia University. 
He has written extensively about literature and film. We are fortunate that he has moved to 
Santa Cruz and is eager to share his knowledge with us. Our members who have attended his 
classes are impressed by his encyclopedic knowledge. He seems to enjoy teaching us as much 
as we enjoy learning from him. 
 

The Holocaust 
 

Wednesdays, November 29, December 6, 13; 10:30-12:30 pm 
Location: Museum of Art and History, 705 Front St.  
Instructors: Peter Kenez, Murray Baumgarten 

 
We are privileged to have a course based on the acclaimed 
UCSC class that Murray and Peter taught on campus. It will 
trace the destruction of the Jews and Jewish life in Europe by 
Nazi Germany, drawing on history, literature, and film. 
 

Peter Kenez is an emeritus professor of History and specializes in Russian and Eastern 
European history and politics. Murray Baumgarten is Distinguished Professor of English and 
Comparative Literature.  He was the co-director of Jewish Studies and the founding director of 
the Dickens Project at UCSC. 
 
 
  

Friends of the UCSC Library 
 

For $50, get the following: 
 -Borrowing privileges for one year at McHenry Library + the 
Science and Engineering Library 
 
 -Access to ProQuest Research Library, a digital library of journal 
and newspaper articles 
 
 -University Library newsletter 
 
https://library.ucsc.edu/content/friends-of-the-ucsc-library 

	
 

https://library.ucsc.edu/content/friends-of-the-ucsc-library
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OLLI Course Calendar 

 
				Sun	 	 						Mon	 	 Tue	 	 			Wed	 	 				Thu	 																			Fri	 											Sat	

	

  

	 	 	 	 	 1		Sep	 2		
	

3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9		Food	&	
Biochem	

10	 11	 12	 13	
	

14	 15	 16		Food	&	
Biochem	

17	Open	
House	

18	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23		Food	&	
Biochem	

24	 25	 26	 27	 28	
Toolkits	

29	 30		Food	&	
Biochem	

1		Oct	 2	 3	 4	 5	
Toolkits	

6	 7		Food	&	
Biochem	

8	 9	 10		Women	
In	History	

11	 12	
Toolkits	

13	 14	

15	Open	
House	

16	 17		Women	
In	History	

18	 19	
Toolkits	

20	 21	

22	 23	 24		Women	
In	History	

25	 26	 27	 28	

29	 30	 31		Women	
In	History	

1		Nov	 2		Supreme	
Court	

3	 4	Baroque	
Music	

5	 6	 7	Tom	Jones	
			Novel	

8	 9		Supreme	
Court	

10	 11	Baroque	
Music	

12	 13	 14	Tom	Jones	
			Novel	

15	 16	Supreme	
Court	

17	 18	Baroque	
Music	

19	Open	
House	

20	 21	Tom	Jones	
			Novel	

22	 23		Thanks-
giving	

24	 25	

26	 27	 28	Tom	Jones	
			Novel	

29		Holocaust	 30	Supreme	
Court	

1		Dec	 2	Baroque	
Music	

3	 4	 5			 6		Holocaust	 7	 8	 9	

10	 11	 12			 13		Holocaust	 14	 15	 16	
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Row 1 – Barry Bowman, Douglas Garcia, Dennis Morris, Linda Sorensen, Bill Patterson, Leta Miller, Jan 
Mintz.  Row 2 – Kate Erstein, Mark Gordon, Lois Widom, Ginna Holcombe (We are in the process of getting 
new photos for everyone on the board.) 
 
President,*	Virginia,	(Ginna)	Holcombe,	gogetter9503@gmail.com		

Vice	President,*	Linda	Sorensen,	lindagsorensen@gmail.com			

Secretary,*	Ronald	P.	Sekkel,	ronsekkel@aol.com		

Treasurer,*	Cindy	Margolin,	crmargol@gmail.com		

UCSC	Division	of	University	Relations,	Barbara	Oden-Petree,	baoden@ucsc.edu	

Program	Coordinator,	Newsletter,	Barry	Bowman,	bbowman@ucsc.edu		

Website,	Calendar,	Dennis	Morris,	dennis@valsys.com		

Course	Coordinator,	Lois	Widom,	lowidom@yahoo.com		

Course	Coordinator	Assistant,	Leta	Miller	leta@gmail.com	

Events,	Karen	Gamell,		kgamell@yahoo.com		

Facilities	and	Hospitality,	Mark	Gordon,	mgordon@cruzio.com		

Outreach,	Douglas	Garcia,	douglasagarcia@yahoo.com	

Scholarships,	Bill	Patterson,	wilderwill@comcast.net		

Newcomers,	Kate	Erstein,	kate.erstein@gmail.com		

Interest	Groups,	position	open	

At	Large	Member,	Gail	Greenwood,	msaspasia@gmail.com	

At	Large	Member,	Bonita	Sebastian,	bonitas@ucsc.edu		

At	Large	Member,	Jan	Mintz,	musicmintz@gmail.com	

At	Large	Member,	Sandy	Cohen,	slcohen222@cruzio.com	

At	Large	Member,	Roger	Knacke,	rknacke@gmail.com																						

At	Large	Member,	Anandi	Paganini,	anandipaganini@sbcglobal.net									*	Elected	position.		New	board	members	in	red	

Board	Of	Directors	

mailto:gogetter9503@gmail.com
mailto:crmargol@gmail.com
mailto:baoden@ucsc.edu
mailto:dennis@valsys.com
mailto:lowidom@yahoo.com
mailto:kgamell@yahoo.com
mailto:mgordon@cruzio.com
mailto:wilderwill@comcast.net
mailto:kate.erstein@gmail.com
mailto:msaspasia@gmail.com
mailto:bonitas@ucsc.edu
mailto:musicmintz@gmail.com
mailto:slcohen222@cruzio.com
mailto:rknacke@gmail.com
mailto:anandipaganini@sbcglobal.net
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Hi fellow learners, 
 
Welcome back to the new school year and a few new ideas as we reassemble from a series of 
discombobulating changes since Covid has upended most everything in life.  Did I really say 
discombobulating?  Gotta throw in at least one big word for us smart, educated, aware folks in 
OLLI.  Speaking of words, I have chosen to help do some of the writing for this newsletter 
because Ginna, our esteemed President, had been doing a whole lot for us, including writing for 
the newsletter, and now that she is President, it’s too much for one woman (even one as 
amazingly energetic as she is) to do it all.   
 
Some of you know me; I’m Gail Greenwood, and I’ve been bumping around the board for years 
in various capacities, and that’s how I got this gig.  Ginna asked and my indomitable hand shot 
up before I thought about how much work it might be.  Which brings me to you!  Much of our 
newsletter is news about what’s going on, how to connect, interest groups available, etc. but 
some is getting to know us better, and being life long learners, sharing our exciting new 
discoveries with each other.  I am proposing a little column I will edit from you sharing your 
OLLI tidbits.   
 
Naturally, since we are OLLI and we all think a lot and have a few opinions, even coming up 
with a name for it immediately became an issue.  I suggested Grammy’s Corner.  OMG not all 
of us are grammys like me who spend a lot of time worrying and helping and trying to guide 
recalcitrant grandchildren who, like me, are far too opinionated to be easily molded by someone 
so out of it as a Grammy.  And apparently some us are insulted to be thought of being 
“Grammy.” 
 
How about Wit and Wisdom of OLLI Elders?  Oh dear that’s just too pompous.  And not all old 
people are wise.  Stop right there! Who says we’re old?  My goodness, I didn’t expect this job 
to be so FRAUGHT! 
 
How about spreading the responsibilities around?  That’s usually a good tactic.  Help me name 
this column and while you’re at it how about contributing a brief (say 250 words or less) 
reflection, or observation you might think worthy of sharing with the rest of us eager, endless 
learners.  
	 Gail	Greenwood		msaspasia@gmail.com	
	

A	New	Column	

mailto:msaspasia@gmail.com
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Overcast, Clearing 
 
Sunday, Sept. 10, 2023 at 4:00 PM 
Santa Cruz Community Church, 411 Roxas 
Street, Santa Cruz, CA 
 
A precocious work; Celtic brooding; and 
Romantic charm. 
 
Benjamin Britten – Sinfonietta, Op. 1 
Arnold Bax – Nonet 
Franz Lachner – Nonet  
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Join or Renew Membership. Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at UCSC, Period Ending June 30, 2024 
Please consider registering online at our website, http://olli.ucsc.edu.  It’s faster for you, saves us time and money, 
and helps ensure accuracy. 
 
To join or renew your membership, which includes unlimited participation in our 
peer-led interest-group program*,   enter personal information. Enter credit card 
information or include your check payable to UC Santa Cruz Foundation. Mail 
this form to the address at right. For further information, contact Doug Garcia, 831-
239-7620, douglasagarcia@yahoo.comYour membership established with this 
coupon and payment will end June 30, 2024. 

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute UCSC 
University Relations 
UC Santa Cruz 
1156 High Street 
Santa Cruz, Ca 95064 

 

Personal Information. Please print or to save time and postage, use online registration at http://olli.ucsc.edu. 

Name Address Phone E-Mail Address 
 

Name to appear on ID badge if different: 

 

                                        

Check small boxes (□) above for information you do not want published in the OLLI at UCSC member directory. All names are 
published. We need your email address to send you our periodic email newsletters. 

All members will be sent an email link to a monthly OLLI newsletter.   

Contribution Information: 
We ask for a donation of $60. Please consider an additional donation to the Silvia Miller scholarship program.  If funds are limited, 

in confidence you may contact OLLI president Gina Holcombe, gogetter9503@gmail.com. to discuss alternatives. 

Membership Donations Amount 

Membership, OLLI at UCSC $60. Membership includes unlimited Interest Group participation* $ 

Additional contribution to the Silvia Miller Scholarship Fund: $ 

Total Enclosed: $ 

*Some interest groups have limited membership. You may ask a group’s leader to be placed on a waiting list or get help from our  
interest-group coordinator to form a new group. See our website for more information. 

Contributions to the UC Santa Cruz Foundation are tax deductible as allowed by law. You will receive an acknowledgement  
of your contributions from the University. Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Check Visa MasterCard AMEX Discover 

Card Expiration Date Card or Check Number 

Signature (for credit card purchases) Name on Card 
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	 	Art	&	Architechture	
Interest	Group	
	
Photos	from	Marc	Manger	
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UCSC Athletics and Recreation Center 
Group Exercise In-person and Virtual  

OLLI members get great rates: 
$90/summer, $135/qtr, $315/academic yr, $360/calendar yr 

Check it out: 
 https://recreation.ucsc.edu/memberships/index.html 
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