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Newsletter:	Volume	40,	Issue	3,	November	2023	
	

  

Wetlands Conservation, 
Youth Leadership, and 

Climate Resilience in the 
Pajaro Valley

 
Jonathan Pilch,  

Executive Director,  
Watsonville Wetlands  

Watch 
 
 

 
Sunday, Nov 19th 

10:00 – noon 

⧫ open to the public ⧫	
 

Colleges Nine & John R Lewis 
Multipurpose Room 

 
Free Core West parking and shuttle service 

https://olli.ucsc.edu/general-meetings/parking/index.htm 
	
 

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 
 

OLLI at UCSC is a community 
of folks from diverse educational, 

occupational, and geographic 
backgrounds who pursue new 
ideas, new friends, and new 

activities. Social and educational 
interactions are important to us. 
We fund scholarships to transfer 
and re-entry students at UCSC. 
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Every 18 months one staff member and one volunteer from each of the 125 OLLIs attend the 
Osher Institutes National Conference, held this year October 16-18, in San Diego. Members 
share resources and ideas to make their respective OLLIs stronger and better. Here is the link to 
the 2023 Osher Institutes National Conference. Our representatives were Barbara Oden (part-
time staff) and Kate Erstein (volunteer). 
 

 Breakout sessions handled topics such as 
Membership Recovery, Collaborations, 
Marketing and Hot Topics in 
Curriculum. Table topics for small group 
facilitated conversations offered 25 
interesting topics such as Building 
Community Partnerships, Generational 
Trends in Learning, Growing Your 
Membership, Zoom Hosting Tips and 
Techniques, and Our Aging Population. 
There was even a table topic on 
establishing Special Interest Groups. 
Several attendees	were	interested	in	
asking	Kate	and	Barbara	about	Special		

          Kate Erstein, Bernard Osher, Barbara Petree-Oden 	
Interest	Groups	since	most	offerings	at	other	OLLIs	are	classes.	Besides	all	the	open	
sessions,	some	were	arranged	by	geographic	region	and	others	by	size	of	their	OLLI	
membership.		
We recently surveyed our OLLI at UCSC members and the Osher Foundation did a national 
survey. It is interesting to compare our OLLI with national averages. 
 

 National UCSC 
Number of members 933 ~600 
Rated ‘outstanding’ by members       61%        61% 
Years as OLLI member 
  at least 5 years 
  at least 7 years   

       
      56% 
      36% 

        
       80% 
       57% 

Paid staff 2.6 0.25 

 
Barbara and Kate reported that it was time well spent. They learned how other OLLIs operate 
and made many connections, quite successfully as the photo shows. 
 

	2023	Osher	Institutes	National	Conference	

https://sps.northwestern.edu/oshernrc/conference/2023-national-conference/
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     Music is at the heart of Leta Miller’s life though, as is true of so many professional modern 
women, it must compete with family, teaching, spirituality and writing, just to name a few of 
her passions. Born in Los Angeles, California, to Jewish parents (her father emigrated from 
Romania in 1926) Leta spent her youth in LA until age nine when her family, which included a 
little brother seven years younger, moved to Honolulu for three years and finally to Denver 
where she completed high school.  

     Leta’s family was part of the great migration to America from eastern 
Europe. Her mother’s grandparents came to the US from Russia during 
the 1880s. Her paternal grandfather was a Hassidic Rabbi and Judaism has 
always been an important strand of her life. It is from her mother, who 
was a professional singer, that the music flowed. Both her father and her 
eventual husband were engineers. Leta met her husband, Alan Miller, in 
Stanford and they married in 1969 and set out to build a life in Hartford, 

Connecticut, where she received an MA in Music History from Hartt College of Music to begin 
a long career of playing flute and writing about music history while juggling babies—a boy and 
a girl during the very busy seventies. Since her husband worked for Pratt and Whitney making 
jet engines, he received a deferral from serving in Vietnam, which helped the family manage. 
     The young couple returned to Stanford where both worked on PhDs—hers in Music History 
and his in Materials Science. By 1980 she scored a teaching position at University of California, 
Santa Cruz, settled down here on the beautiful California coast, and retired in 2016. 
     Perhaps “settled” is an understatement because, to this writer, it seems she must have been 
running at full tilt to manage all the strands of her life, but I am not about to underestimate the 
amazing creative abilities of a determined woman. It helps that she loved teaching. She found 
students very inspiring, bright and inquisitive. She enjoyed writing and didn’t really mind the 
“publish or perish” attitude that expects faculty in all great universities to write and write and 
write and get it published! She has published eight books with another due soon and too many 
articles to mention.   
     At the same time she played baroque and modern flutes in chamber music and other groups.  
Eventually she was torn between two loves. Apparently even an experienced, professional 
musician still must practice for hours daily. There is a tension to being on stage and wanting to 
be excellent. Something had to give. After many years of playing, Leta gave up playing flute in 
2000 and chose writing as her main career. She hasn’t given up music, just the flute. She 
conducted the Temple Beth El Choir and founded a vocal group	˗ Ariose. She still teaches 
occasionally. 
     Along the way, Leta is quick to point out that she has never done all this alone. Meeting Lou 
Harrison changed her life. His beautiful music inspired her and brought her into the modern 
music era. His personality buoyed her because, she says, he was the kind of person who was so 
generous and engaging that you either “didn’t know him or you were his best friend.” She’s 

	Who’s	Who	-	Leta	Miller													Gail	Greenwood	
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also a best friend who wrote two biographies of him, edited his music for recording, and 
supported new editions of his older recordings. 
     And she’s still writing! Her newest book, Union Divided: Black Musicians’ Fight for Labor 
Equality, comes out this February. She will talk about this new book at Bookshop Santa Cruz 
on February 6 at 7 pm. I asked for any idea from her experience to share with us. Her reply was, 
“Art can take us beyond the stresses of our everyday lives and lift us to a higher plane ˗ a sacred 
space beyond our mundane, myriad difficulties.” 
 

 
The Alternative Spring Break (ASB), one of the most exciting collaborations that results from 
our close relationship with John Lewis College and College Nine at UCSC, is emerging from 
the pandemic years and is back on the calendar for 2024. 
 
ASB is a student-led series of activities in collaboration with people in the Watsonville 
community.  Linnea Beckett, Director of the Apprenticeship in Community-Engaged Research 
Program, provides faculty support.  This year's student ASB leaders are Ali Gutierrez-Esquivel 
and Sahare Rostamizadeh. The ASB explores deeply meaningful and important ideas about 
equity, community, fairness, and the dignity of labor.  We will have meetings with community 
members and leaders of the community and engage in deep conversations about the issues they 
are facing.   
The ASB is an opportunity to work side by side with UCSC undergrads on several days. The 
projects in the past included, among others, mural painting, supporting new ventures in the 
Watsonville Community Incubator Kitchen, and working in a community garden at a public 
school.  It is hard to describe the warmth of the bonding that occurred with students as we 
worked together each day.   
And work it is.  We travel together in vans to the daily sites in Watsonville, and we work all day 
together, share lunch together, and explore ideas together.  The ASB is work and it is fun, and 
we get to know some really wonderful people.   
So, we are seeking OLLI members to join the ASB team.  Interested members will be invited to 
a meeting in January to get a more detailed idea of the plans.  You can decide then if you'd like 
to be on the OLLI ASB team.    
The ASB 2024 schedule is as follows:  The OLLI and Student ASB teams will meet for the first 
time at a Mini Retreat on campus on the weekend of February 24 and 25, 2024. The ASB as 
currently scheduled will be on Saturday, Sunday and Monday, March 23-25 in Watsonville.  A 
final gathering to review our shared experience will occur on campus on Saturday, April 27.   
Please let me (Mark Gordon) know if you are interested or curious to know more.  You can 
email me at mgordon@cruzio.com and I'll keep you posted about the January meeting   
We promise to keep all OLLI members up to date on the ABS as it unfolds. 
 
 

The Alternative Spring Break Returns          Mark Gordon            
 

	

mailto:mgordon@cruzio.com
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OLLI members have access to an excellent offering of courses this Fall.  To register for a 
course go to olli.ucsc.edu and click on the “Login to Your UCSC OLLI Account” button on the 
opening page. Then go to the “Course” button and follow the instructions.  There is a $20 fee 
for each course.  You can also register by mail using the form in this newsletter. 
 

International Affairs  
Monday, November 13, 2023 and continuing every other Monday 
Location: Online at OLLI YouTube channel 
Instructor: Professor Emerita Ronnie Gruhn 

We are fortunate to have Ronnie Gruhn, Professor 
Emerita of Politics at UCSC, as one of our teachers. 
She has a passionate and undiminished interest in 
reading, writing, and talking about world affairs. Her 
courses offer powerful insights into what is happening 
today. Ronnie has been very generous in sharing her 
knowledge with OLLI members, and her courses have 
been exceedingly well attended. 

Ronnie begins her fall series of YouTube 
commentaries on international affairs the week of September 18, continuing every other 
Monday.  This is a special privilege for all OLLI members. Ronnie is very interested in 
answering any questions you may have about material she covers in her classes and other 
aspects of International Affairs. E-mail your questions to her at  Ronnie@UCSC.edu. 
 

Watch your inbox for an email from OLLI with a link to each commentary. Subscribe to the 
OLLI UCSC YouTube channel by going to: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCU7U1Mly_RuSsk4QjQD4WNw 
 
 

The Supreme Court and American Life 
 

Thursdays, November 2, 9, 16, 30; 10:30 – 12:30 pm  
Location: Museum of Art and History, 705 Front St. and on Zoom  
Instructor: Arthur Rolston 
 
The 2022–23 term of the Supreme Court was momentous no matter one’s political views. The 
class will examine four cases decided this past June as the term came to a close, and place them 
in legal and historical perspective 
 

Nov. 2: United States v. Texas - Immigration in history and law. 

Courses	for	Fall	2023	

mailto:Ronnie@UCSC.edu
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCU7U1Mly_RuSsk4QjQD4WNw


	 7	

Nov. 9: Students for Fair Admissions, Inc., v. President and Fellows of Harvard College, et al. - 
Race and affirmative action. 
Nov. 16: Glacier Northwest Inc. v. International Brotherhood of Teamsters Local Union 174 - 
Labor law and the right to strike. 
Nov. 30: 303 Creative, LLC, et al. v. Elenis, et al. - Speech, religion and anti-discrimination (in 
the context of people identified as LGBTQ ). 
 

This will be the fourth class Arthur will have taught for 
our membership. Previous classes included the creation 
and adoption of our federal constitution, state 
constitutions in general and our California constitution 
in particular, and classes that looked at cases involving 
race and segregation, voting rights, establishment and 
free exercise of religion, political speech and campaign 
spending, gun rights, gay marriage, religion and health 
care, defendants' rights and criminal procedure, and 

aspects of economic regulation.  
 

Arthur Rolston has a JD from Berkeley Law (1967) and a PhD in history from UCLA (2006); 
he taught various classes as an adjunct lecturer at UCLA from 2007 to 2020 focused on 19th-
century America and US constitutional history. 
 
Experiencing Baroque Music 
 

Saturdays, November 4, 11, 18, December 2; 10:30 -12:30 pm 
Location: UCSC Music Center, Room 131 (Look for signs) and on Zoom  
Instructor:  Leta Miller 
 

UCSC Music Professor Leta Miller will charm you with highlights of music from the Baroque 
period. Miller will explain the styles, forms, and aesthetics of the music of the 17th and early 

18th centuries and lead you on a guided tour of selected pieces. 
The four sessions include: The Beginnings of Opera (music of 
Monteverdi and Handel); Sonatas and Toccatas (Corelli, 
Telemann, Froberger, and Bach); Fugues and Concertos (Bach 
and Vivaldi); and Dance Music (highlights from the court of 
Louis XIV). The course will meet in the UCSC Music Center, 
room 131, to take advantage of high-quality audio and video 
equipment. No prior knowledge of classical music is required. 
 

Leta Miller is professor emerita of music at UCSC, who 
specializes in 20th-century American music, but has taught 
classes in a wide range of topics in Western classical 
music.  She received an Eminent Professor award and an 
outstanding teacher award from the UCSC Arts Division. Her 

classes for OLLI have been received enthusiastically as we listened to and learned about music. 
 



	 8	

Tom Jones and the Origin of the Novel 
 

Tuesdays, November 7, 14, 21, 28; 10:30 -12:30 pm 
Location: Museum of Art and History, 705 Front St. 
Instructor: Bill Park 
 

There are many works of fiction from the seventeenth and early 
eighteenth century that we would today term novels. But it was not 
until the appearance in 1740 of Richardson’s Pamela that the 
reading public became aware of what they termed a “new species of 
writing.” At this point Henry Fielding brought his own 
extraordinary talents to play. 
 
In this course we will examine Fielding’s comic masterpiece book, 
Tom Jones. Published in 1749, Tom Jones has never been out of 
print because it is timeless, not only in its humor, but in its answers to the meaning of life. 
 

Bill Park is professor emeritus of Literature at Sarah Lawrence College, where he taught for 
many years. He received his PhD in 18th-century English Literature from Columbia University. 
He has written extensively about literature and film. We are fortunate that he has moved to 
Santa Cruz and is eager to share his knowledge with us. Our members who have attended his 
classes are impressed by his encyclopedic knowledge. He seems to enjoy teaching us as much 
as we enjoy learning from him. 
 

The Holocaust 
 

Wednesdays, November 29, December 6, 13; 10:30 -12:30 pm 
Location: Museum of Art and History, 705 Front St.  
Instructors: Peter Kenez, Murray Baumgarten 

 
We are privileged to have a course based on the 
acclaimed UCSC class that Murray and Peter taught on 
campus. It will trace the destruction of the Jews and 
Jewish life in Europe by Nazi Germany, drawing on 
history, literature, and film. 
 

Peter Kenez is an professor emeritus of History and specializes in Russian and Eastern 
European history and politics. Murray Baumgarten is Distinguished Professor of English and 
Comparative Literature.  He was the co-director of Jewish Studies and the founding director of 
the Dickens Project at UCSC. 
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OLLI Course Calendar 
				Sun	 	 						Mon	 	 Tue	 	 			Wed	 	 				Thu	 																			Fri	 											Sat		

 
Board of Directors 
 

President,*	Virginia	(Ginna)	Holcombe,	gogetter9503@gmail.com		
Vice	President,*	vacant			
Secretary,*	Ronald	P.	Sekkel,	ronsekkel@aol.com		
Treasurer,*	Cindy	Margolin,	crmargol@gmail.com		
UCSC	Division	of	University	Relations,	Barbara	Oden-Petree,	baoden@ucsc.edu	
Program	Coordinator,	Newsletter,	Barry	Bowman,	bbowman@ucsc.edu		
Website,	Calendar,	Database,	Dennis	Morris,	dennis@valsys.com		
Course	Coordinator,	Lois	Widom,	lowidom@yahoo.com		
Course	Coordinator	Assistant,	Leta	Miller,	leta@gmail.com	
Events,	Karen	Gamell,		kgamell@yahoo.com	
Facilities	and	Hospitality,	Mark	Gordon,	mgordon@cruzio.com		
Outreach,	Douglas	Garcia,	douglasagarcia@yahoo.com	
Scholarships,	Tom	Manheim,	tmanheim@comcast.net		
Newcomers,	Kate	Erstein,	kate.erstein@gmail.com		
Interest	Groups,	Rusty	Bowman,	ebowman@ucsc.edu	
At-Large	Member,	Gail	Greenwood,	msaspasia@gmail.com	
At-Large	Member,	Bonita	Sebastian,	bonitas@ucsc.edu		
At-Large	Member,	Roger	Knacke,	rknacke@gmail.com																						
At-Large	Member,	Anandi	Paganini,	anandipaganini@sbcglobal.net									*	Elected	position		

 
 

29	 30	 31		Women	
In	History	

1		Nov	 2		Supreme	
Court	

3	 4	Baroque	
Music	

5	 6	 7	Tom	Jones	
			Novel	

8	 9		Supreme	
Court	

10	 11	Baroque	
Music	

12	 13	 14	Tom	Jones	
			Novel	

15	 16	Supreme	
Court	

17	 18	Baroque	
Music	

19		Speaker	
Sunday	

20	 21	Tom	Jones	
			Novel	

22	 23		Thanks-
giving	

24	 25	

26	 27	 28	Tom	Jones	
			Novel	

29		Holocaust	 30	Supreme	
Court	

1		Dec	 2	Baroque	
Music	

3	 4	 5			 6		Holocaust	 7	 8	 9	

10	 11	 12			 13		Holocaust	 14	 15	 16	
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Select Course 
# 

Description and Venue. Suggested donation: $20/course: 
Donation 

 2304 
The Supreme Court and American Life: Arthur Rolston, Nov 2, 9, 16, 30,    
10:30 —12:30.   Museum of Art and History, 705 Front St. and on Zoom 

$ 

 2305 
Experiencing Baroque Music: Leta Miller, Nov 4, 11, 18, Dec 2,   
10:30—12:30.  UCSC Music Center, Room 131 and on Zoom $ 

 2306 
Tom Jones and the Origin of the Novel: Bill Parks, Nov 7, 14, 21, 28,  
10:30-12:30.  Museum of Art and History, 705 Front St.  

$ 

 2307 
The Holocaust: Peter Kenez, Murray Baumgarten, Nov 29, Dec 6, 13,  
10:30-12:30.  Museum of Art and History, 705 Front St.  $ 

  
 

 

Total Enclosed  $ 

Fall 2023 Course Registration Form 

Payment Information 

Make check to the UC Santa Cruz Foundation. Mail to: Osher Lifelong Learning Institute,  

University Relations, UC Santa Cruz, 1156 High Street, Santa Cruz, Ca. 95064 

Check Visa MasterCard AMEX Discover 

Card Expiration Date 
Card Number 

Name on Card 

Signature for Credit Card Transactions 

07/14/2023 

If you don’t have an OLLI password and account, please go to our home page and use the link there to establish them. If you do, you 

can likewise use a link on our home page to log into your OLLI account and transact business.  

http://olli.ucsc.edu 

Name Address Phone E-mail Address 

        

        

Personal Information: Please print, or save time and postage use online registration at http://olli.ucsc.edu   
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Promotion Partners	



Join or Renew Membership. Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at UCSC, Period Ending June 30, 2024 

Please consider registering online at our website, http://olli.ucsc.edu.  It’s faster for you, saves us time and money, 

and helps ensure accuracy. 

 

To join or renew your membership, which includes unlimited participation in our 

peer-led interest-group program*,   enter personal information. Enter credit card 

information or include your check payable to UC Santa Cruz Foundation. Mail 

this form to the address at right. For further information, contact Doug Garcia, 831-

239-7620, douglasagarcia@yahoo.comYour membership established with this 

coupon and payment will end June 30, 2024. 

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute UCSC 

University Relations 

UC Santa Cruz 

1156 High Street 

Santa Cruz, Ca 95064 

 

Personal Information. Please print or to save time and postage, use online registration at http://olli.ucsc.edu. 

Name Address Phone E-Mail Address 

 

Name to appear on ID badge if different: 

 

                                        

Check small boxes (□) above for information you do not want published in the OLLI at UCSC member directory. All names are 

published. We need your email address to send you our periodic email newsletters. 

All members will be sent an email link to a monthly OLLI newsletter.   

Contribution Information: 

We ask for a donation of $60. Please consider an additional donation to the Silvia Miller scholarship program.  If funds are limited, 

in confidence you may contact OLLI president Ginna Holcombe, gogetter9503@gmail.com. to discuss alternatives. 

Membership Donations Amount 

Membership, OLLI at UCSC $60. Membership includes unlimited Interest Group participation* $ 

Additional contribution to the Silvia Miller Scholarship Fund: $ 

Total Enclosed: $ 

*Some interest groups have limited membership. You may ask a group’s leader to be placed on a waiting list or get help from our  

interest-group coordinator to form a new group. See our website for more information. 

Contributions to the UC Santa Cruz Foundation are tax deductible as allowed by law. You will receive an acknowledgement  

of your contributions from the University. Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Check Visa MasterCard AMEX Discover 

Card Expiration Date Card or Check Number 

Signature (for credit card purchases) Name on Card 
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Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 
University Relations 
UC Santa Cruz 
1156 High Street 
Santa Cruz. Ca. 95064 
	
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2023	OSHER	National	Conference,	San	Diego,	CA	
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